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Warm up:  

Share about one of your favorite stories of triumph from a movie, book or real life . . .  a story of someone who conquered seemingly insurmountable obstacles and accomplished something great.
Share about what most impacted you from the weekend message.

Dig in:

Read Genesis 45:1-7
Why do you think Joseph was so emotional in this scene?  

What does Joseph’s response to his brothers say about his character?
How many times in this passage does Joseph mention “God sent” him?  What does that say about God’s sovereignty?

Dig deeper:  Read Romans 8:28, which really sums up Joseph’s experience.  What does this verse mean to you?  What doesn’t it mean?
Read Genesis 49:22-25
How do you think hearing Jacob’s words of blessing made his sons feel?
Which word picture used to describe Joseph stands out most to you?  Why?

How many phrases in the blessing begin with “because,” and why is that significant?

Read Genesis 50:15-21
How do you think Joseph’s brothers expected him to respond to their news?
Why didn’t Joseph seize the opportunity to get back at his brothers?

How did Joseph’s hardships end up influencing the lives of others?
Live out:

Share a time when you had the opportunity to experience reconciliation with someone either you wronged or you were wronged by.  How did you respond?
In what ways can you identify with Joseph’s statement about God sending him into a difficult experience that ultimately would bring God glory?

Who in your life would really benefit from your intentionally speaking a word of blessing into his/her life?  Why?

Pray specifically for any situations in group member’s lives where there needs to be a work of reconciliation in relationships.  Pray for God to bring to mind someone for each person to intentionally bless through words of blessing.  Pray for KCCers to engage in 3-D living (Develop relationship, Discover story, Discern next steps) to open the door for God to use their stories to bring Him glory.
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