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Warm up:  

Share about someone whose pursuit of his/her dreams inspires you.
Share about what most impacted you from the weekend message.
Dig in:

Read Genesis 41:1—14

Joseph was in prison two full years (verse 1) before he had an opportunity to actively use his gifts and pursue his dreams.  How do you think Joseph felt about his future during this time?  When has the pursuit of your dreams been put on hold, and how did God use that time of waiting?

Note Genesis 40:23 as the background for these verses.  How did God reward Joseph for using his gift of dream interpretation while in jail?  What does the recollection of the cupbearer at that exact moment say about God’s timing?

Read Genesis 41:15—32
What does Joseph’s response in verse 16 say about his relationship with God?  How does this response challenge you?
Read Genesis 41:33-40.

Joseph takes the risk of giving a recommendation to Pharaoh on how to respond to the dream he interpreted.  Why was it risky to do this?  How did it end up being worth the risk?
Live out:
Share a time in your life when God arranged a “divine appointment for you”, a time when you were in the right place at the right time for something significant to happen.
Joseph knew that on his own he was inadequate for the task.  What do you feel inadequate to do associated with the dreams God has put on your heart?

Joseph used his gift of dream interpretation even in a difficult time in life.  How can you use the gifts God has given you in this season of life?  How can we as a group provide encouragement and opportunity for using our gifts?

Pray for one another that you will seek out ways to use your gifts in ministry.  Affirm those who are already use their gifts.  Pray that God will continually provide volunteers and lay leaders for the ministries at the church.  Pray specifically that hearts will be touched and will respond to the Serving Expo this coming weekend.
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