[image: image1.jpg]



Warm up:
Share about the relationship you had with your siblings growing up - the good, bad and funny. If you are an only child, share about your closest friendships growing up.
Share what personally impacted you most from the weekend message.
Dig in:
Read Genesis 37:12—36
Additional background for Small Groups: Shechem is just over 50 miles from Joseph’s home in the Valley of Hebron and Dothan was 14 additional miles.  Dothan is on the normal caravan route from Gilead to Egypt.  The 20 shekels sale price is typical for slaves in this period and is equivalent to two years’ wages for a common shepherd.
Why do you think Joseph was at home with Jacob instead of with the flocks and his brothers?

In a culture where dreams were a primary way for God to speak, how do you react to the brothers plotting to kill Joseph and saying, “Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams”?

What emotions do you think Joseph’s brothers had when they sat down to eat after putting Joseph in the cistern?  (Judah’s idea in verses 26-27 may hint at what he was feeling)
How are others affected by the sin of Joseph’s brothers?

Joseph found himself in a cistern and then sold as a slave. How do you think he felt about God?

Why did God allow this traumatic experience to happen in Joseph’s life?  

Live out:

Share about a traumatic life experience and how you resolved the question of why God allowed it to happen.

When the pressure is on to go along with something you know is not right, how do you typically respond?

When have you felt betrayed by a family member or someone else you were close to?  What role has your faith played in determining your response to that person?

Pray for those who have hurt you, whose sin has caused you pain.  Pray also for those who have been affected by your sin. 
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